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Frie b € two opposite evils of floods and

Humboldt appears to have been the first to

call public attention to the probable consequen-
ces of the destruction of forests. In 1800 he vis-
ited the Lake of Valencia, in Sonth America, By
careful obsemtation he found that, in the course
of the preceding century, the level of its waters
had fallen five or six feet, and its shores had
receded a number of miles, The neighboring
mountains, he says, had been formerly covered
with dense forests, and the plains with thickets
and trees. As cultivation increased, the trees
were cut down, evaporation from the surface
was accelerated, the springs and fountains dried
up, and the shores being low and flat, the sur-
face of the lake rapidly contracted. Some
years after his visit, the War of Liberation
broke out; men betook themselves to fighting
instead of farming; the tropical vegetation, no
Jonger kept in check by man, again overspread
the hills and plains, The rain-water, no lon-
ger taken from the surface into the atmosphere,
sought out its ancient fountains; the rivulets
reappeared, the Wwaters of the lake began to
rise and overflow thi plantations that had been
pon its banks.
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