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THE WAR IN SOUTH AFRICA

BY JULIAN RALPH, OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT WITH THE BRITISH ARMY

Dr Aan, Carx Covoxy, Ocr. 41
HILE THE actusl fighting i go-
W ing on acroes the country, on
the XNatal frontier the prepara-

tious for what is planned to be the resl
war are hastening forward at this plce,

sixty miles {rom the southwestern corner -

of the Free State.  Three weeks ago this
whas & rrilway junetion with a post-office,
a conntry crossroads’ store, a tavern and
a few small cottages, muinly for the rail-
roud employés, To-duy little De Asr re-
maing as it was, but ia the outlying fields
*there has grown up a miliiary city, im-
posing alrendy and soon to he gigantie,
Here I am quartered, with the privileges
and appurienances of a lieutenant in the
ariny, and, like all others who are here,
am awaiting the arrival of Generul Sir
Redvers Buller and the major part of the
army corps now on its way from England.
From my tent door on one day I sees a
kraus!, or c¢orral, asde with barbed wire
and posts, and in twenly-four hours it
holds hundreds of muiea. 1In a week, the
mules number thousands. Officers aro
riding all over the country buying horses
and mulesa, and more than as many farm-
ers are driving in those they wish to sell
at the stiff prices the nrmy 18 paying for
thoroughly good animals.  *‘The old lady
is sparing no oxpense,’’ said sn officer
yesterday, refecring to the Queen; “‘every-
thing is to be pleatiful and of the very
best that can be got,”’

From my tent door I sec a great gang
of soldiers aitack the grassy veldt with
spadea on one day, and on the next they
have built o substsutial fort.  On ansllier
day I see soldier carpouters laying great
beams upon the ground, and twenty-four
hours later they are shesthing the sides of
a new building with corrogated iron. Io
this way storehouses, forts, offices, éarth-
worka, corrnls and eamps of white tents
are constantly maltiplying and forever
springing up. antil, as 1 have wzaid, a
large military city hag already developed
on the edge of tho Karroo desert, where
in Paul Kroger's bhoyhood he and the
other Boera who wiziied to keop slaves,
to treat the natives with cruelty and to
continue their medieyal ways of cvery
sort, trekked northward, tinding at this
very peint so many auielope and such
abundanee of water that they fancied
themselvea cortain soon to cotne to an-
other Promized Land as rich a8 that which
thho Israelites sought of old, It is most
curivus-to think of the lad Krdger trudg-
ing out hera with lus hand in his father’s,
and to know that to-day we are beaping
up guns, gun-carriages and shells, and
concentrating the lurgest foree ever gath-
ered Dby the strongest power op earth
sololy to undo what that Ind cume by

here O do.
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You notice that I speak only gener-
ally of what 1 going oo ab tlus hesd-
quarters. This i3 becanse the cotre-
apondents in this war are under the
siticlest censofskip thar any of them
have ever kupwn, There 19 less reasqn
for tlis to-duv than there was a faw
weeka ago, but at that time theore oould
acarcely have imen any reasonable fault
found had the British exeluded e¢orre-
apandents altogether.

Though the Dutch British subjects in
the Cape and Natal colonies have no
grevance apainkt the Crown, apl admit
that they are maost Liberally apd jostly
governed, far wo many of them are in
svmpathy with the Bocrs of the Duteh
republica who have made war on Eng:
land, [t ia not merciv thiat they are alt
related to famites in the Duteh republies.
There 18 a graver reasom srill, which iz
thut they belong to or wre worked upon
by the “Afrikander Bond,” Made vain
by the sudden wealth of the Transvaal
(wained by overtaxing the (mtlanders),
ind crazed by the faet that the Trangvsal
Boers were able to reut three Liundred
English soldiers xs Muajula Hill, the
Dutch all over Bouth Africa forrued a
“bond.”’ or banud, which has, since 1851
been both openly and seeretly conspiring
to wrest this hall-conlinent from (reat
Britain. By the vear 1902 they said they
would install » confederation of Duteh re-
publics,  When this war broke out the
siuytion was 50 pecubar that ve English-
man in the British cofunws dared to trust
Lis Dutch ueighbors, nud it was believed
that if the fiest battles reaulted in Boer
victoriex the knglish snbjects of Dutch
biood might Hse and tun: an josernations!
Inte & civil wer, This acconuts for the
strigt ceusorsliip. It may be relaxed,
but, at present, even the harmivia watter
I am now sending to you would hoe siopped
werg it intended for wthe eable, Bocpuse in
that ense it might be as apcedily  sent
back again. 1 think this tupervision
may soon be relaxed, becavs the Eughsh
viclories, and Sir Alfred Miloer's procly.
Muation werning sl disaffeetod subjects of
the Crown that treason will be deale with
a8 treason, have had a wonderful effect
here already,

In this Lorder country we are living
vuder martial law,  Seouts scour the
country, =¢ntinels patrol the boundaries
and guarﬁ‘ the railway station, qud pa-wea
are essontial to, those who move about
The Orange River bridge, Ly which alone
the Bﬂﬂl‘ﬂli‘ﬂﬂ ¢riter l‘npi; Colony, now
that the rains have begun and the river is
swollen, i8 well gnarded by the Kritisl,
and strong forves are stationed at man;'
other points, Kimberley and Mafeking
are cul off, as all the world knows: but
runters from those lowns saaura the ro il



