THE KLONDIKE GOLD FIELDS
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is entering on its third yoar of unabated pros-
perity, it will be of interest to set down briefly
the remarkable tale of its development, its present
opportunities for gold hunters, and social life in the
CAIps, |
Klondike (it was then only the Yukon) lay for fifteen
years known only to a small though constantly increas-
ing band of hardy adveuturers, who hoped one day to
make & fortune, but who were contented if they made a
“‘grub-stake’ for 1he next year, Three to five hundred
dollare represented a “‘grub-stake’; some made con-
giderably more, but few made less. All the gold found
was in surface diggings, and if there was any other the
frost, which frorze the ground t an unknown depth,
mnade 1t tmpossible to learn. Thus as early as 1882 a party
was camped over the richest part of El Dorado, in a
place frosted with surface gold, Thig surface gold was
a% fine as cornmeal, and was secured from the *‘bars,””
or low banks of the rivers, by means of a *‘rocker’—a
sort of box-like eradle, with a perforated metal top and
a blanket set tnside at an angle. A shovelful of dirt con-
taining the gold was put into the metal top, water was
poured in with a long-handled dipper, and at the same
time the rocker wasg put in motion by means of
an upright handle nailed to the side of the box. The
larger rocks were lifted out by band, but the residue was
carried through by the water, the fine gold clinging to
the blanket, After thirty to tifty “rockers’” the blanket
was taken out, and the “‘riffles’’—u frame with cross
pieces which prevents the gold from runnimg out
too rapidly—washed down to remoeve any gﬂld that
might cling thereto, This fine gold, in which there
was alto much worthless magnetic black sand and
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valuable platinum (which the miners either did not
recognize or cousider worth saving), was turned into a
bucket, along with & spoonful or more of quicksilver,
and ‘‘jounced’’ up and down in the river. The mimer
wore hip rubber boots for that purpose. When all
the gold had united with the quicksilver, and amalgam
formed, the latter product was placed in a mining pan and
carefully ‘‘panned’” at the water’s edge, until all the
ighter dirt was washed out, when the mass was
placed in a gtout cotton bag, and the quicksilver squeezed
out for further use, The lump was then placed in a
pan over a fire, the heat of which expelled the re-
maining quicksilver, leaving a lump of fine gold, which
was placed in a buckskin sack, There were only about
two months in midsummer when mining could be done.
The sun, rising to 80° in the shade, thawed the ground
about a foot a day. But the system changed.
In 1886, the first ‘‘coarse’” gold in the Yukon wus
discovered on Forty-Mile, which resulted in an abandon-
ment of fine gold digging. The rocker is retained
to this day, and i always used where there iz a
acarcity of water, In later operationg the find-
ing of ‘‘coarse” gold made it possible to employ
sluice-boxes, A gluice-box is twelve feot long by a
foot wide, and aboul thirty or forty boxes are set
upon posts at a cerlain grade, over the ground to he
worked, leading from a dam at the bead of the claim,
The last half-dozen boxes of the string are fitted with
“riffles,” some being crosswise, others lengthwise,

into the spaces of which the gold falls, Formerly

the fine gold worked clean out of this erude con-
trivance and was lost,

Forty-Mile was the only stream discovered ;
which the bed rock came close to the surface : g:i;

the others were covered, no one knew to what depth,
With the long-handled California shovel & miner can
ghovel twelve or thirteen feet. IIe can shovel once
upon a high plaiform, and thence into the boxes: but it
is not protitable to handle the dirt more than twice. So,
as the diggings of Bonanza and El Dorado average twenty
to thirty feet, it will readily be seen that the Klondike
would probably have remained unknown wore it not
for an accidental circumstance,

Some young men—boys they were called—tried thaw-
ing the ground with fire, but they were laughed at. A
miner is pre-eminently a man of intelligence and resotiree,
yvet strangely slow to grasp an entirely new idea.

Hutchinson was one of the first to try burning.

"He had been working a bar during the summer,

and could not reach some rich ground because
of the water in the river. So, when winter set
in, he conceived the ingenious plan of digging down
through the ice, over a wide space. He was careful
not to dig quite through. As the ice froze deeper
day by day over the space he was digging, he
reached the gravel bottom, having thus constructed
& coffer-dam of ice around him. He placed & lire on
the gravel, and took out some gold, but the heat of
the fire melted his walls, and the water flooded him
ﬂut._ Isiﬁxt. year, however, a miner by the name of
“Kmk " Miller thought it would be a thing to

prospect’’ and fire a shallow claim he intended
lo work the following summer. After that, when
1L was seen what fire would do, a few others began
o sink deeper holes, The next step, when bed
rock had been reached, was to burn along the rock.
This is termed ‘‘drifting,” and only came into
peneral uge about three years before the Klondiko



